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Tbe ^uejlion difcujfed concerning the Appearance of 
the Matrices of fo many Conventual Seals. By Mr. 

. Pe^ge. In a Letter to Guftavus Brandcr, Ef quire. 


Read at tbe Society of Antiquaries May 7, 1778. 


Dear Sir, 

T HERE are an infinite variety of feals engraved in authors, 
and amongft them a confiderable number of conventual 
ones. Moft of thefe laft have been taken from imprelfions in 
wax appendant to old deeds and' charters, but others have been 
copied from the matrices themfelves ftill remaining amongft us. 
You, Sir, have a moft valuable colledtiori of thefe latter, and 
other gentlemen of my acquaintance are poifefled of many, in- 
fomuch that all together they amount to a confiderable number. 

It is a problem of fome difficulty to account for the ap- 
pearance of fo many conventual originals at this time, confidering 
in what manner thefe matrices were anciently difpofed of; as by 
paffing in fucceflion from one perfon, or officer, to another ; by 
being demanded by the ordinary on the deaths of abbats and 
priors. See. or, laftly, dire died to be broken, on thofe events. 
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Official ieals, which exprefled the office' only, and did not 
exhibit the proper name of the officer in their legends, were 
ambulatory things, paffing from one perfon to another, and 
therefore could not be numerous. Seals of rural deanries, offici- 
alities, &c. were of this fort (as the koepers of them were liable 
to be difplaccd [<»],) and went of courle into the hands of the 
next perfons that enjoyed thofe offices. Hence, Otto, the legate, . 
«« Let them who have taken an office, which is hut for a time,, 
«* as rural deans and officials, forthwith, and without trouble, 
“ refgn their jeals at the expiration of their office to him from 
«« whom they received them; which feal is to have the name 
“ of the office only graven upon it [£].’' Wherefore if any of 
thefe temporary officers ffiould happen to die, thefc feals, as 
they bore not their proper names , were ready to be delivered, 
without any alteration, to the perfons who were next to fuc- 
ceed to the offices. They ran accordingly, in a. general form,, 
adaptable to any poffeflbr; take thefe for a fpecimen: 

Sigillum officij decani de B [c]. 

Sigil/um decani decanatus de Ofpreng [i]. 

Sigillum officialitatis de Wengbam [r], 

Sigillum regiae majejlatis. ad caufas ecclefiaficas, pro decanatu. 
de Sonnyng \J ]. 

&c. &c. &c. 

[a] Cowcl, v. Dean. Somner, Antiq. Canterb. p. 1 76. 

[J] Legatine Conftitut. of Otto, A. D. 1237, 1 . 28. 

[*J Thorne, Chron. col. 2160. 

[d] The Matrix is penes Rev. Edv. Taylor de Bifrons, c. Cant. 

[#] Lewis on Seals, p. 8. 

\J\ Archacologia Soc. Antiq. HI. p. 425. 
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I find it is the opinion of bifhop Kennet, that the rural deans 
had no other appointment or commifiion but the cuftody of the 
feal [g]. 

Whereas, again, feals of this fpecies were, by fpecial in- 
junction, to be kept with extraordinary care [A]; they could not 
be often loft, either through negligence or accident. And I beg 
leave to obferve further, before I proceed to the next point, that 
one would imagine from Otto’s conftitution relative to feals [/’], 
that every abbat and prior, whofe benefices were perpetual, 
might have, or rather ought to have, a feal of his own with his 
name upon it, apart and feparate from the houfe or monaftery. 
The words are, “ Statuimus, ut Sigillum habeant non folum 
“ Archiepifcopi et Epifcopi, fed etiam eorum officiales. Item 
** Abbates, Priores, et Decani, necnon Ecclefiarum cathedralium 
“ Capitula, et caetera quaecunque Collegia, fimul cum fuis Rec- 
toribus, aut divi/im , juxta e6rum confuctudinem vel ftatutum. 
“ Pro varictate cujuflrbct pracdiCtorum habeat unufquifque Sj^ 
“ gillum, puta nomen dignitatis, officij feu collegij, et etiam 
“ illorum proprium nomen , qui dignitatis vel officij perpetui gaudent 
“ honore, infculptum notis et charadteribus manifeftis.” But 
it certainly was not fo; for though the heads of great and 
opulent foundations had indeed their own feals, conformable to 
the regulation, or at leaft by favour of his holinefs the Pope[^]» 

f * 

MS. letter of bifhop Kennett to bifhop Gardiner, inferted in his own copy 
of the Paroch. Antiq. now in the pofieflion of my Angular good friend Richard 
Gough, Efq. 

[A] Otto, ibid. v , 

[/] The fcarcity of Notaries Public occafioned Otto’s appointment of authentic 
feals, as they were called; and indeed there were fo few ofthofe praflitionrrs here, 
that I have feen them fetched from Lichfield into York diocefe, and vice verfa. 

[>] Du Frcfne, tom. VI. col. 491. 
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yet in lefler houfes, colleges, and hofpitals, one feal often [/] 
ierved for the head and the body [//;], and the feal run, without: 
exprefling the proper name of the head; as 

Si gill nm jtirifJiclionis farve Maher nie[ti\ 

S comune donuts beate marie de Furnejio [a], 

Sigil/u Ofpitalis Sci Nicolai de Hebtldon. 

Sig ilium convent us cccle fie fanbli Gregor ij Cantuarie. 

SigilL Abbatie de bello capiie. 

Sigillum abbatis de rupe\j > ].. 

Sigil/u come Ecclef om Scoru Derbi[q ]. 

There was no need therefore for leals like thefe to be renewed' 
upon every vacancy of the headffiip, and confequenrly thefe, 
paffing from one hand to another, were as little liable to be loft 
as thofe of rural deans or official?. The leal of the priory of 
Dover is very Angular, bearing both the prior’s name and the. 
dffice; 

S. officij roberti prior is de Dover ey[f$. 

The reafon of which I apprehend to be, that this prior had' a 
feal apart from the body, or rather had a fecretum Sigillum , or 
private feal, as a gentleman. 

2dly, The feals of deceafed bifhops were to be delivered by 
their executors to the archbiffiops of their refpe&ive provinces,. 

[/] Not always, for fee Drake, Ebor. Append, p. ci. and plate. 

[m] Mabillon apud Du Frefnc VI. col. 491. Stat. 35 E. I. in Gibfon’s Cod. 
p. 1223. The abbat however had his private feal. Ibid. 

[a] A matrix in Mr. Brander’s poflelfion. 

[#] Weft’* Hift. of Furncfs, Append. N° XIII. 

[/>] Of thefe four I have drawing*. 

M i. c. Sigillum Commune Ecclehac omnium San&wumDerbiae; a cad penes me. 
[rj Lewis. on Seal*, p, i». 

or 
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or fede vac ante to their chapters, as guardians of the fpiritualitics; 
and fo ou the deceafc of archbifnops their chapters were to have 
their feals brought and given to them[j], though, as I am in- 
formed by the beft authority, the feals of the arclibi(hops are 
now given into die hands of the king. As the exprefiion is 
plural in this cafe, omnia Sigil/a, I ffiould fuppofe the pvrfonul 
feals of bilhops, as well as their official ones, were to he given 
up to the archbilhop; for to the probate of the. will of Alexander 
Bache, biffiop of St. Aiaph, 15 Sept. 1^94, a memorandum is 
annexed, that the archbilhop was to have from every biffiop of 
St. Afaph, when he died, his pontifical ring, ei Jignetum Juum 
oblongum optimum , &c [/] where certainly we ought to read, et 
Jignetum fuum, et Sigillum fuum, &c. But be this as it may, the 
official feals of abbats and priors ought, by parity of reafon, to 
be fent to the biffiops of their refpective diocefes, though I have 
not found any exprels dirc&ion for it; for the reafon of the 
cuftom or ordinance was, that no ffiiifter ufes, to the prejudice 
of the fees, might be made of the departed biffiop’s fcal, and 
there was equal danger of abules in the cafe of defunft abbats 
and priors. Hence, then, it would come to pafs, that very few 
of thefe epilcopal feals could ever, in appearance, be loft [a], fo 
as to come into the hands of pofterity ; for the motion of order- 
ing them to be delivered up to the fuperior, the archbiffiops or 
their convents, was, that they might de deftroyed, in order to 

[j] Wharton, A. S. I. j>. 88. or Willis's Survey of Ch. of St. Afaph, p, 215, 

[<] Willis, ibidem. 

[«] By the Reformatio Legum 1550, they were to be defaced, and the material* 
to be given back to the executors, and probably the pia&ice was the fame more 
anciently. Mr. Lewis, p. 31, fpcsks of their confiding fometimes of gems or 
precious ftoncs ; but here he confounds the Junta Jigilta with the large official 
ones; unlefs the private feals were to be given up alfo; for the official fealt were 
never compofed of any fuclt valuable materials. 
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prevent any mifapplication of them, or falfification by them-; 
and in fa£t, we fee very few matrices now of the order of bilhops, 
though thofc of the abbats and priors are fo numerous as to 
occafion the prelent enquiry and difcullion. 

^dly, If the conventual leals, properly fo called, were not 
given up to the diocefan, as conje&urcd above, yet, on the fame 
principle of precaution, they were broken and deftroyed, in the 
prefence of certain witnefles at the convent. Mr. Lewis fays, 
that in cafe of a bilhop’s death, bis -epilcopal feal is at this time 
broken in the prefence -of the archbilhop of the province [w]j 
and Dr. Browne Willis writes, “ The archbilhop, as I am in- 
“ formed, Hill demands of the executors of every deceafed bilhop 
** his epifcopal feal, which is oftentimes delivered whole, not- 
** ivithjianding the order that it Jhould be broke in the prefcncc of 
« fo many members of the chapters of each fee [*].” And as 
to conventual feals, on the death of Adam de Boothbie, abbat 
of Peterborough, the feal of the monaftery was broken [yj; and 
the feal of a deprived abbat was broken in like manner at Wclt- 
minfter [2]. 

But how are we to reconcile the breaking of the feal with 
the former article of delivering it up to the ordinary? I anfwcr, 
though the order was to break them, as Willis Hates it, and 
this was the regular method of proceeding, yet that rule might 
not be always obferved. That in fa£l it came much to the 
fame thing; for as the receivers of the leals of defunft abbats and 
priors took them not as things of value in themfclves, as being 

[tv] Lewis, p. 31. The Pope’s feal is broken on a demife. Hift. of Cardinals, 
p> 296. 

OJ Willis, ibidem, p. 216. 

[ y ] Gunton, p. 46. Sec alfo Wharton Ang. Sac. I. p. 739. 

[2] Widmorc’s Account of Wcftminfter Abbey, p. 34. 
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commonly made of no better metal than brafs or copper, but 
only as guardians to prevent any improper ufc that might be 
made of them, it anfwered the fame purpofe whether the ma- 
trices were given to them whole or broken; for if whole, they 
were fuppoied to pafs, by the furrender of them, into fafc hands, 
which would infallibly keep them from mifapplication, or even 
from any further ufc. 

Now, Sir, I would afk, whether upon this ftate of the cafe,, 
one has not good reafon for wondering how it is pottiblc fuch a 
number of conventual matrices , as even you yourfelf are pofiefled 
of, fhould be at this day remaining? Some perhaps may im- 
agine, for thefolution of this difficulty, which I think has never 
been confidcred, though it feems fo well to merit our attention, 
that feals have not unfrequently been interred with their matters 
or owners, and fo the bufinefs is difpatchcd at once. But this is 
far from being fatisfa&ory; for though many feals, as well as 
other valuables, may have been buried with their owners [a], 
yet thefe, fo far as I can find, have always been the feals of 
private perfons, one of thofe belonging to monattcries or bodies 
corporate having even been difeovered in a grave. 

I would beg leave therefore rather to fuggeft, firft, that the 
religious houfes had not only different feals for different pur- 
pofes, as ad caufas, &c. but that they alfo found frequent oc- 
cafion, for one reafon or other, to alter and change their feals.. 
Thus the great priory of Chrift church Canterbury, as we learn, 
from Mr. Somner, had no lefs than four different feals (£]: the 
priory at Dover had two at leaft[c]; the abbey of Beauchief’ 

[a] Lewis, p. 7. Gent. Mag. 1754, p. 410. 1 7 ss- P* 211. Camd. col. 89a.,. 
for that I apprehend to have been the feai of a private perfon. 

[i] Somner’s Antiq. Cant. p. 149. 

[s] Lewis, p. 1.. 

c. Derby,, 
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c, Derby, and the friars hermits at York as many [</]. The 
old leal then, I conceive, when a new one was mad;, might 
poffibly he thrown about and neglected, fince we know nothing 
about the furrendry or breaking of that in fuch cafe. Perhaps 
many of the matrices now in being, may not be the loft feals of 
the houfes they belonged to[«]; indeed one cannot be fure that 
any of them are, except they happen to tally with.the impreffions 
appendant to the furrenders in the augmentation office. 

2dly, The feals of the rural deans, of which fevcral are extant, 
might, through negligence, be loft. For though feals in general 
were kept with the utmoft care and caution [/], yet they were 
fometime.- miffing [g]; and in the cafe of thefe deans, though they 
were commanded to keep their teals ftri&ly, as was noted above, 
yet thefe orders and injunctions were not always punctually obeyed. 
We have feen before, that abbeys, priories, and colleges, did not 
conform to Otto’s regulation about putting the proper names of 
their principals upon their refpective feals ; whence I argue, that 
as the eccletiaftics, monks, and feculars, were tardy in certain 
refpeCts, fo the rural deans might not always furrender their feals 
when difpLced; and, indeed, we find they were fometimes very 

[rf] Drawingsof the former are in my handi ; and fee Drake in Append, p. d. for 
the latter. , 

[/] The feal of Robert, prior of Dover, abovementioned, couTd not poffibly be 
that which was pot to the furrender, for the furrenderftr's name was J»bn. Willis, 
Mitr. Abb. II. p. 99. . 

[/] Otto, p.67. 69. Du Frefne, VI. col. 48 7. feq. Statut. 35. E. I. in 
Gibfon, p. 1223. Lewis, p. 30. Hence they were fometimes carried about the 
neck; Hoveden, p. 390. Olearius, p. 368. Sec alfo M. Paris in Vft. Abb. p. 
2$6 Hence Lyndwood, “ tanto diligentia adhibetur cautior, quanto rei abufus 
“ eft peticulofior.” 

[g] Philipot, Villare Cant. p. 361. Dugd, Warw. p. 673. Baron. II. p. 457. 
Lewis, p. 69. feq. 

loth 
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loth to do it on account of the profit that accrued from them [A], 
Now in this cafe, it was no more than natural, that feveral of 
their feals, when they came to die, fhould, by their relations and 
executors, be conrtdered as fo much brafs and of little or no value, 
and confequently be eafily loft. But what perhaps is the mod 
worthy of obfervation in the cafe of thefe decanal feals, of which 
fo many now remain, the office at laft was itfelf fuperfedcdjV], 
and then the badges of it would neceffarily become ufelefs and 
infignificant. 

I can imagine, again, upon the fame ground, that though 
the practice might be for the religious houfes and colleges to 
break their feals on the death of their re&ors and principals, yet 
this might not always be complied with. At this time, as wc 
have feen, the order is, that the feals of deceafed bifhops fhould 
be broken, but they are neverthelefs often delivered whole and 
entire to the archbifhop of the province. Befides, there was 
often much hurry and confufion on thofc occafions : and laftly, 
though feals were kept with all imaginable care, and even under 
feveral locks, yet they were liable to be ftolcn, miflaid, or other- 
wife loft. A wrangle fometimes happened in the houfe, about 
keeping thofc of abbeys and priories, and this might occafion 
the purloining or fecreting of them. Mr. Lewis obferves, that 
an a£l of parliament parted anno 1307, “ whereby it was or- 
“ dained, that the abbats of the orders of Ciftercienfes and 
“ Praemonftratenfes, and other religious orders, whole leal had 
“ heretofore been ufed to remain only in the cuftody of the 
“ abbat, and not of the convent, fhould hereafter have a com- 

[A] Joh. Athon, in Ottonis Conftitut. p. 69. See alfo Kcnnet, Par. Ant. p. 650. 
p] Kenner, Par. Antiq. p. 643, feq. 
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“ mon feal, which ftiould remain in the cuftody of the prior 
“ and four of the raoft worthy and difereet men of the convent 
“ to be Liyed up in fafe keeping under the abbat’s private 
“ feal[£];” which plainly imports, there had been fome dif- 
turbances about this bufmefs. 

4thly, In cafes where conventual feals were delivered up 
whole to the ordinary, they might often be little regarded or 
efteemed by them, from a notion of their ufelefsnefs, and fo be 
cart: into a corner j or palling into the hands of incurious, per- 
haps ignorant, executors, on the death of the faid ordinary, 
might be totally dilregardcd as refufe. 

Lastly, I obferve, that if from any caufc, as from changing 
them, or otherwife, monaftic feals Ihould have grown obfolete, 
they would naturally be thrown alide into the public cheft 
among the archives. And then, at the general diflolution of re- ' 
ligious houfes, under Henry VIII, a.good number of them would 
probably be brought to light at once, and difperfed. This con- 
fequently was the feafon when they were moft plentifully to be 
collected; and though many of them, no doubt, would be heed- 
lefsly thrown about, fold for old brafs, and loft, yet others, by 
more careful people, would be preferved in families [/J. And 
thefe, we may rationally fuppole, when a tafte and love for fuch 
antiques were once excited, would be diligently fought after, 
and moft highly valued, by the curious modern antiquary. 

These, Sir, are the thoughts and reflexions with which I 
fatisfy myfelf in regard to the appearance of fo many matrices 

M Lewis, p. 30. 

[/] Gent. Mag. 1770, p. 155. 
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of the monadic feals; and I (hall be happy if they meet with 
your acquiefcence, or do but in the lead tend to remove 
fcruples upon this head. 


I am, Sir, 


Your mod obedient fervant, 

SAMUEL PEGGE. 


Whittington , 0 <d. 20, 1777. 
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